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On the occasion of a death, ^however, it is
otherwise ; priests are then invited and they repeat
prayers to drive away evil spirits and to purify the
house; offerings are made to them and the corpse
is thereafter cremated*
The obsequies of a monk are celebrated with
great pomp, for on his death he is supposed to
return to one of the heavens. The corpse of a
Phon-gyee is enclosed in a gorgeous coffin and this
is conveyed with much ceremony to a highly deco-
rated structure, which is usually of enormous pro-
portions and made of teak-wood, bamboo, cloth,
and other materials ; here the body lies in state
for perhaps several months, while it is visited by
large numbers of pilgrims, who make offerings of
ftfuit, flowers, and money. Finally great quantities
of combustibles are placed in the centre of the edifice
and the whole is set on fire by means of fireworks
in the presence of a large concourse. The ashes are
collected and buried, but no tomb or shrine is
erected over them.
Buddhism, in its Tibetan form, is still the
religion of the people of Spiti in the east of the-
Kangra district. There it is practically free from
Hinduism, but greatly impregnated with the
indigenous demonology of t he mountains. There are
also a number of Buddhists in the neighbouring
tract, called Lahul.
The Tibetan lamas, or monks, are divided into
three sects: the Nyingpa, who wear red garments
and observe celibacy; the Dokpa, who also clothe